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OUR STORN BEGINS IN A LAND AFE\\TED
BN OIL EXTRACT\ON.

COMPLEX INTERESTS AND A RELENTLESS
NEED TO FRODVUCE AND OBTA\N PROFITS
HANE OVERTINE GENERATED APERVASIVE
IMPACT ON THE ENVIRONMENT AND ITf
INHAB\TANTS . WE FALE A REALITY MADE
OF SILENT (ONTAMINATION, OF OFFIQIAL
DATA TRAY HIDE THE BARE TRUTH,AND

OF UNHCARD CITIZEN'S COMPLAINTS.

ON THS LANDSCAPE OF UNSPOREN TRYTH,
THE PEQPLE WHO (ULTIWWATE THE LAND,
BRETD ANIMALS OKR {iMmrPLY LIVE HERE,
ARE DIVIDED BETWEEN THOSE WHO WANT
TO DIS(OVERAND DENOUNCE, ANDO THOSE
WHO REMAIN SILENT , (APTURED BY THE
SYSTEM,

“STORYOF A CIVIC SENTINEL"TEWLS
THE (HALLENGES ENCOUNTERED BN THOLE
WHO DECIDE TO \NVESTIGATE THE (ONTAMI -
NATION, REPORTY \T, AND FICHT FOR THE

TRITH TO BE KRNOWN.



L\SA IS DEAD.
SHE WAS M\ FAVOD -
RITE (OW.SHE!'S
LI\NED ON OVR FARM
SINCE | WASALITILE
6\RL.EVEN THOVGHR
SHE WA( NOT YOYNG,
HER SYODEN DEAT
1§ QUITE SYSPILIOVS ..

- - Sn—— — e

WHO (AN ITALK TO ABOYT THISE 7 1 DON'T WANT MY DAD TO
WORRY TOO MYCH AND FOR HI§ HEADACHES To 6ET WORSE,
ANO MOM HAS NEVER (ARED ABOUT ANNTHING BT HER

Bl6, SHINY OFFICE.. | 6VELS I'LL HAVE TO 60TO {TEVEN.
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TEVEN W OUR NEIGH-
BOR., A CONSPA\RALY
THEORIST WHOM |
NEVER REALLY UKED.
HE EEPS SANINC
MOM'{ FIRM IS POLLY-
TIN 6 OUR AR AND
SOIL ,ANO A BUNCH OF
OTHER HIPPY NON-
SENSE « BVT HE DOES
KNOW HS WAY AROYND
FARM ANIMALScee
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THAT'C 1T, 1(AN'T TAKE \T ANYMORE L THE JUDIUAL
TRIAL HAS REEN DRAGGING ON FOR YEARS, AND

| SPENT A FORTUNE ON LANNERS AND ANALYSES «00 .
WE ARE FICHTING AGAINST A CORRUPTEDSYSTEM:
EVEN THE JUDICIARY DOES NOT LISTEN To VS OR, IF
THEY 00, THEY TAKKE TOO LON6 . MY HERD DIED OFF
ONE BYONE, ANO | HAD TO SELL THE FARM, | ONLY
MANACE TO GET BN BE(AVSE | DON'T HANE A FAMILN,

WHAT KIND OF LIFE 1S THS ?\

STEVEN HAS BEEN FOLLOWING FOR YEARS THE TRIAL
AGAINIT MORTAL , MY MOM SAYS IT'D BE BETTER IF STEVEN
JUET STOPPED (OMELAINING , BECAVYSE MORTAL ACTVALLY
FEEDS HUNDREDS OF FAMILIES ANO SUPCORTS MANY OF OUR
TOWN'S PROJE(TS. | AM SORRY TO FEE STEVEN JO BEAT,
HE'S VSUALLY YERY FEISTY, 1T LOOKY LikE HE'S GIVENUP...

HE EVENTVALLY SPUTTERS A NAME OuT: LEO.

STEVEN SANS HE (DULD RELP MT WORK OUT WHAT HACPE -
NEDO TO LISA, | DON'T FULLY TRUST HIM, BYT 1| RANE NOTWING
TO LOSE... AND | HAVE THE WEIRD FEELING \OWE \T To

POOR LI\SA.
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A COUPLE OF DAYS IATER, 1 DECIDE T

T

IN OUR FARM NE NEVER TESTED OUR ANIMALS . \F (ERTAIN
ANAWSES ARE NOT REQUIRED, WHY Rifrk FINDING OUT

SOME THING YOU DON'T WANT TO KNOW, LIKE LEO ?

PAY LEO A VISIT. ONCE AT HIS FARM...
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NOBODY WANTS To BE A SHEEP FARMER ANYMORE.

WE HAVE TO SELL OUR MEAT FAR AWAY FROM HERE, WHERE

THE RUMOR( THAT OUR LAMBS ARE (ONTAMINATED HAVE

?:;A&%&E\Qggg;m\ga; AM A CANCERSURNIVOR,

LI\VE : DO You §€E OW FAR

(AN SEEP INTO THE HUMAN BOON 7 T ROW FAR (AEMI(ALS

MY ANIMALS HAVE PROBLEMS TOO : THEY HARDLN EAT )

THEY ARE ALWAYS TIRED...

WE PERFORMED ANALNSES AND FOUND HEAVY METALS
INTHEIR LWERS .

I FINALLY MANAGE TO :
ASR FOR LEO'SHELP WITH @

| INVESTIGATING
[l THE DEATH OF MY (oW,




g "THE DAY AFTEK mm* AT MY
FAMILN'{ F\ELD, HE BAREL\I
TARES A LOOK m' LISA ANO SWIF -
TLY STRIDES TOWARDS THE

| WATER WELL .

SEE T THIS WATER (ONTAWNS
A RYGE AMOVUNT OF

HYDROCARBONS, THAT'S
WHY IT BURNS.

THEY ARE PUMPING RTESIOVAL
OIL INTO THESE AQUIFERS .
IT'§ VST BRUTAL

WHATS HE TALIKING ABOUT 2AND WHAT THE HE(K
ARE HYDROCARBONS ? DESPITE MY (ONFUSION,
SOMETHING IN MY MIND CLiCIRS : WE OFTEN HEAR
ABOIT THESE STORIES ARONT CONTAMINATION,
BUT WE USUALLY JVST 16NORE THEM

NOW TRAT 1T 1§ ME IN THIS J\WAT\ON THOUCH,
HOW (AN | TURN MY HEAD THE OTHER Nf\‘i 1

s stivme %

THE WORST THING |§ THAT THERE 'S NOTWING
NOUY CAN DO . JU{T MOVE THE (OW{ TO ANOTHER

FIELD AND ROPE MORTA'L WON'T GET THERE
AS WELL.

Retaw ,M..‘.-—-—--—r-— o

IT 14 SO UNBAIR ' \T'§ NOT OUR FAULT THIS
FIELD 1{ POLLUTED AND (ANNOT BE USED
ANYMORET L Lt AM £O ANGRY... \S THERE
REALLY NOTHING | (ANDO?




THOSE LIGHTS (OME FROM THE OiIL EATRACTION PLANT.
MY ENT\RE LIFE THEY'VE WELPED ME FALL ASLEEP:

| SEE THEM FROM MY BEDROOM WINDOW .,

TONIGHT, THEY 'RE KEEPING ME AWAKE ...



| AM GROWING ATTA (HED TO TRESE PEOPLE AND THEIR
M CRE e Ra it AEA Y R G N
WOWEVER W STILL ANERY L \
COLLECTORS, PROBABLY BECAUSE OF THE ROYALTIES,
SUMS OF MONEY THROVOH WHICH MORTAL \{ ABLE ToO
SILENCE (ITVZENS AND INSTITUTIONS.

| DECIDE TO FOLLOW . %
LEO AND HIS FRIENDS |1
INTHE MONA\TORING
ACTIVITIES . WHILE
WORKING, ANGCE LA
TELLS ME ABOUT THE |
SVEPLLIOUS DEATHS A9
AMONG HER ANIMALS... |

WASTE BARRELS KE
FOUND IN HIS FIELDS.., |

Al ... JOLES ABOVT THE
| < o | (AN BE TRACED BACK TO MY MoM' § (OMPANY .
Reres oieares. B B | AM SERIOUSELY QUESTIONING MY LIFETIME 'S

BELIEFS.
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EVERYTHING (DMES TOGETHER AT LEO'S PLACE.,
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WE HAVE MONITORED OUR LAND FOR MONTHS,
AND WE BAVE VALID PROOF OF THE (ORKRELAT\ON
BETWEEN MORTAL'S POLLUTION IN OUR WATER

AND JOIL AND THE MORTALITY RATES OF OUR ANIMALS,
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A FEW WEERS LATER, ON AN

APPARENTLY NORMAL DAY | HEAR |
NOILES COMING FROM LE0 'S HOUSE. I
WHY 1§ THE POLICE THERE? !

M ; b5 TP

NAME AND ADDREJSS TOO,

BECAVSE IxNOW LEO.

THEY TELL VS TO STOoP 1
OUR RESEARCH ON PURLIC 11
LANO , \WITHOUT MENT\ONING
ANY ACTVUAL BREA(R .o

WHY DID You 6ATHER TWOSE DATA?
WRAT'S YOUR J08 ? MORTA'L ‘S PRIVATE SECURITY
TOLD U§ YOU WERE STATIONING SUSPICIOUSLY IN

OF THE LAW.

BT I AM FURIOUS , THIS WHOLE
. THING 1§ NOT JUST AL

FRONT OF THE (OMPANY'S MAIN CATES THE OTHER DAY.

B ooy

ABOUT ME ANYMORE .
|AM AWARE WE ARE OFA-

LINCE WITH [NJUSTICE,

(\\\Q._..-:..‘.f%wff_ WL.JE,..W._'; L e

| CALLED NOU BECAUSE SOMEONE STOLE MY HARD
DIfR WITH MONTHS ' WORTH OF |MPORTANT DATA Y
WHATS WiTh ALL THE QUESTIONING, THE THMEF
HERE \§ NOT ME !

EVEN THOUE6H NOBOON
SEEMS TO (ARE.

P UNTIL A FEW MONTHS
A0 1|, TOO, WAS OBLIVIOUS
AND 16NORANT,

BVT NOW THAT | HAVE JEEN
™E TRUTH, (ANNOT
STAN SILENT ANYMORE,




MY NAME (§ ZEN AND
| HAVE A STORY To TELL.




THE STORY OF ZEN AND HER (OMPANIONS
TEACHES VS THAT THE FIRST DRIVE ToO
BEWME A CIVIC SENTINEL 1§ THE
ATTACHMENT TO ONE'S LAND,TO ONE'S
AN\MALS AND A JENSE OF CAKE AND
RESPONSIBILITY,

NEITHER MORTA'L NOR THE (HRARACTERS
OF TH\§ STORN OR THE DESCRIRED LAND
EXIST. HOWEVER  IN MANY PARTS OF THE
WORLD , (ITI1ZENS AND (OMMUNIT\ES ARE
FICHTING THE ENVIRON MENTAL AND SOUIAL
(ONSEQUENCES OF THE THIRST FOR PROFT
OF BUSINESSES.

CIVIC ENVIRONMENTAL MONITORING

=~ THE (OLLECTION OF ENVIRONMENTAL
PATA WNITH THEIR OWN SENSES OR WITH
TECHNOLOGICAL TOoOLS (ONDUCTED BN ORD\-
NARY CUITIEENS - (AN BE A (RITICAL AND
DISRUPTIVE RESPONSE TO ENVIRONMENTAL
PROBLEMS (AVSED BY PRINATE ACTORS
AND ENABLED BY INSTITUTIONAL INERTI\A.
EACH OF US (AN DO THEIR SHARE RN
REMAINING VIGILANT AND HANING THE
COVRAGE To UNCOVER UN(OMFORTABLE
TRUTHS.

THIS STORY WAS PRODUCED AS PART OF
THE SENSIVS - SENSING FOR JUETICE
PROJECT.

SENLIVS RESEARCRES THE POTENTIAL OF
CIVIC MONI\TORING Af A SOUVR(CE OF EVIOEN-
CE 10 PROVE ENVIRONMENTAL CRIMES.
THE PRODJECT, HOSTED B8 THE EUROPEAN
COMMISSION'S DOINT RESEAR(H (ENTRE
(IRQ), 1EPRA,\TALY, 1§ SUPPORTED BY THE
DUTCH NATIONAL RESEARCH (OUNCIL (NWO)
- THE RUB\CON FELLOWSHIP NO. 6620211%F.

WWW. SENSINGFORJUSTICE, WEBNODE. LT



https://sensingforjustice.webnode.it/

THE AUTHORS OF THIS STORY HANE
HAD FIRSTHAND EXPERIENCES
SIMILAR TO THOSE RE(OUNTED HERE,

DR . ANNA BERT\ SUMAN ({ A POST-
DOCTORAL RESEARCHER ON (CIVIC
MONITORING WITHIN THE SENSIVS
PROJECLT AND A PASSIONATE ENVIRON-
MENTALIST,

ALCE TOIETTA 1 AN ILLUSTRATOR
PART OF THE (ULTURAL ASSOCIATION
LABINCORTE AND REBEL WITH THE
MOVEMENT EXTINCTION REBELLION.

SCIENTIFIC SUPERVISION WAS PROVI-
0ED BY DR. SVEN S(HADE , (DORDINA~
TOR OF THE (IT\ZEN SQUENCE FOR
foLiC(Y TEAM AT THE JRC.
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